TCM NEWSLETTER - NOVEMBER 2007

Dear Parents,

October was such a busy month and | wanted to thank you all for your help with
Maint enance Day, the Open House f or prospective families, the Sally Foster fundraiser,
Family Portraits, Family Day at Gymboree for younger children. So many parents put in so
many hours to organize, publicize and prepare for all of these special events. The children
and the school all benefit from your hard work. Over $3000 was raised in October !

Several parents have also begun working on projects on their committees - way too many to
list here.

A special thank you to Kimberly Parke for planning and conducting the parent survey.
We really appreciated your help as we plan for the coming year ahead.

Also Ba very special thanks to all of you who supported the walk for JDRF (Juvenile
Diabet es Research Foundation) and Linda® daught er ® OMikayla® MagicOteam! According to
Linda, over $1000 was raised by TCM parents, f amily and friends.

On Oct. 25'" we enjoyed getting to know all of you better on Parent Conf erence Day.
We hope it was helpf ul for sharing inf ormation and observations about your child. PLEASE
NOTE: the Spring Conf erence Day is on Friday, March 28'".

This coming Thursday and Friday there is no school due to staff prof essional
development days. The staff is headed west to Amherst and Northampton to observe
programs at Hampshir e College and Smith College as well as attend a wor kshop at the Eric
Carle Museum. The staf f appreciates TCM in supporting their staff development which
ultimat ely benef its the children inthe work that they do.

Wishing you all a Happy Thanksgiving later this mont h!

Donna & Staff
DATES TO REMEMBER

November 8" & 9'"" BNO SCHOOL D Staff Professional Days

November 15'" B Learning Express Fundraiser in Acton B see mailbox flier for details
November 15'" - Last day to donate winter clothing for orphanage P see mailbox for
details

November 16'" D Annual Fall Parent Get- Together at the home of Lisa and Mark White
7 B9pm - Look for signup inthe lobby to bring an appetizer or dessert and a beverage
November 22nd and 23rd BThanksgiving Holiday

December 1st B Holiday Babysitting at TCM for children currently enrolled (over 2yrs.)
and their older siblings from 9 E2pm. Look for the flier so you can sign up! I f you would like
to volunteer, even if you are not on the substitute committee, to assist teachers on this
day, please contact Mollie McPhee Ho, the Substitute Chair, at 978-371-1749.

December 20'" and 21st PlLast Days of Fall Session

January 3rd & 4th BSchool resumes

February 2nd BOpen House from 9- 1lam for prospective families and for current
toddler families transitioning to preschool in Fall 2008. Tell your neighbors and friends
about it. CHILDREN ARE WELCOME, too!



February 10'"-TCM Annual Skating Party and Winter Carnival Fun at Middlesex School -
1:00-3:00 pm. Along with ice skating there will be activities and funfor all ages inthe gym
as well as a Raffle in the Lobby.

PARENT REMI NDERS

¥ |If your child is scheduled to come to TCM on Wed. November 21st, please let us
know if your child will not be attending that day due to holiday travel plans. This will
allow us to plan our staffing needs for that day.

¥ It isveryimportant to hold your child® hand when walking in the parking lot and on
the sidewalk. We reinforce the rules with the preschool children during the day and
at circle time. The children are so quick and little that someone backing out or
driving in might not see them. Also climbing on the railing is dangerous and is not ok.

¥ We would appreciate it if you would call us and leave a voice mail at 371-0678, the
toddler room at 371-1920 or the preschool at 371-0394 when your child is going to
be out, especially if they are sick. This helps us to planfor staff and notify parents
if something is going around.

¥ Have you had a change of address or email addr ess, job, home, work/ cell phone # or
a change in your work schedule? | f so, please let us know. It isimportant for usto
be able to get intouch with parents if there is an emergency or if your child is sick.
PLEASE REMEMBER TO RETURN ANY FORMS THAT WERE REQUESTED FOR
YOUR CHILD® FILE. THESE ARE REQUI RED BY STATE REGULATIONS.

¥ Please don®forget to sign and document your committee hours and your
Maint enance Day hours inthe Parent Volunteer Notebook inthe front hallway.
There are still many special projects/j obs that need attention and completion
before the cold weather comes. Some are posted on the white board. We will need
many volunt eers to rake the leaves in the play yards in the days ahead!

¥ The beautiful fall weather is coming to an end so please send in a complete set of
winter clothes with your child: hat, mittens, coat (boots and snow pants when
necessary). Please remember to keep your child® hat and mittens in the sleeves of
their coats. Pease keep all outer wear together and out inthe lobby area so when all
20 or so children are getting dressed for outside play they can find all of their
items in one place. The backpacks stay inthe classroom. PLEASE LABEL ALL
CLOTHING! We store lost and found items in a separate basket inthe lobby.

¥ |f youare anew family you might not be aware that we have 0O CM W ear Oavailable.
We have winter fleece hats for children, fleece vests for all ages, and hooded
sweat shirts with zippers also for children. Anorder form/ price list is coming soon.

INFANT/T ODDLER NEWS

Highlights of the last month in the classroom have included large cardboard boxes to hide
in, making playdough, sponge painting apple shapes, truck and tractor painting, acorn
painting, glitter pictures and handprint trees. The children have enjoyed the outdoors,
walks around Middlesex School and running through the leaves on our playground. Observing



nat ur e such as the changing color of the leaves is certainly a part of our science curriculum.
Watching the birds and the chipmunks out the window at the bird f eeder is quit e amazing.

Favorite BooksE

Mouse Paint, Wake Up, Wake Up, To Market To Market, The Big Red Barn, Tonka: I f | Could
Drive a Dump Truck, Super Size, Full Strength.

SongsE

A Ram Sam Sam, Three little leaves, | @ an Acorn, Grey Squirrel, Down by the Station, Old
MacDonald.

Story TapesE Crocodile Beat, Row Row Your Boat, Down On The Farm, Dinosaur Stomp, Ants
Go Marching I n.

Looking AheadE

| naddition to our goal of always including seasonal activities we will of f er some new sensory
experiences, and art activities based on the children® interest in music. Some of these will
include: making shaker s and streamers, colorf ul headbands, and painting and dancing to
music. The children will have the opportunity to pretend to be in a parade, use many kinds
of instruments, and listen to many dif f erent kinds of music. When we take away the large
boxes we will have a large plastic house for the childrento go in. This again comes from
their interest in small spaces and the enjoyment they find in hiding, popping out and
surprising their friends.

I T Reminders:

¥ Thank you for remembering to wash your child® hands when entering the room. This
helps to cut down on spreading ger ms.

From all of usinthe | nfant/ Toddler Room: Mary, Lillian and Jodi

PRESCHOOL NEWS

(he falling leavesEE..OW e have immer sed ourselves in FallEE. learning about apples, leaves,
trees, pumpkins, and other related activities. Highlights of the last month® curriculumEEE
¥ Picked, sorted, painted, raked, and jumped in leaves.

Baked, sorted, washed, shined, painted and tasted apples.

Made leaf creatures.

Paint ed with dried weeds, sticks and acor ns.

Cut open, learned how a pumpkin grows and roast ed pumpkin seeds.

Some of the older children (4@ and 5@) collaborated on a Fall poem and then

took photos with the digital camera of signs of Fall.

¥ The youngest children (3@) worked together to make their own OVery Hungry
Cater pillarOout of paper plates and paint.

¥ Some of the older children (4@ and 5@) made t heir own scarecrows aft er
reading the Lonely Scarecrow.
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¥ Learned about how to make apple cider from Nathan, Samantha Brown® Dad.
Thanks Nat han!

¥ Some of the oldest children (4@ and 56) have begun to work in their individual
journals.

¥ The three year olds have been practicing their cutting at the writing table.

¥ Listened to many books ontape. Our favorite stories have been Pumpkin Eye by

Denise Fleming and Bake You a Pie by Ellen Olsen-Brown and Brian Claflin and

Goblins in Green by Nicholas Heller.

Baked delicious apple crisp.

¥ We have been wat ching our marking of f the days until we can take our
Carnivor ous Cr eat ur es (Plants)Oout of the refrigerator and into the sunlight to
start growing. Thank you, Lauren. We can® wait to see what happens!

w

The oldest children have been going to see a series of children® performances at U Mass
Lowell® Center for the Arts STARTS program. The performances are exceptional and
perfect for young children. So far we have seen ' he Very Hungry Caterpillar and Ot her
StoriesOand GBeussical.0

As an extension of this program, The TCM Payers have begun a new t heater season! Each
year the oldest children in the preschool have an opportunity to put on avariety of simple
short plays based on books and stories that are familiar tothem. It is very inf ormal and
the children always paint scenery. We use very few props and the teachers GeedOthe
children their Qines.O The older children put on the plays for the younger children and
sometimes some of the older toddlers. We rotate the children so that all of the oldest
children can be in a least one play. Later inthe year we also try to have the younger
children act out familiar finger plays or songs that they like.

TCM Construction SiteEEE. Did you notice the children lined up at the windows in the back
of the preschool room? They were excited and intrigued by the little ®obcat Oand dump
truck going back and forth to our play yard. The children were then able to go out and
watch up close as Mor gan® Dad® landscaping company, expanded our play yard and f encing.
Come of the children were inspired to make their own construction site in the sand with the
play trucks and excavators. We love our new space and we really like the tree! Thanks,
Kevin!

Did you know that animals use their senses too? Recently, we had avisit from the Audubon
Ark and the children learned how a skunk, opossum, kestrel, and a hawk use their senses to
find food and to protect themselves.

We have observed, over the last month, that the children are very interested in pirates,
dragons, princesses and f airies. Though we will continue to plan activities next mont h

around Fall we will also immer se our selves in fairy and f olkt ales.

We have alot of people to thank this monthEE



Thanks toE..

Andre and Luc® Dad, Michael, for singing with us.

Charlotte@® Mom, Abigail, for the wealth of stickers.

Samantha S. and her Mom, Robyn for sharing f all items with us.

Ellie and Vera® Mom, Laura, for giving us the book Elephants Can Paint .
Ben® Mom, Laura, for having the patience to put our pirate ships toget her.
Lauren and her Mom, Theresa for sharing the carnivorous plant kit with us.
Ellen and Hayden® Mom, Sarah, for making the great pillows for us.
Nora® Mom, Elizabeth and Samantha B.® Mom, f or chaperoning for our theater field
trips.

Alex® Dad, Sandy, for arranging for Mark to sing on Maint enance Day.

Seasonal Reminders:

¥ Many of the children are so eager and able to put their outdoor clothes on with very
little help. We appreciate it when parents allow their childrentime to practice
these skills at home or during arrival and pickup times. (P.S. Ask your child to show
you the @Pr eschool Flip Trick!Q

¥ Alot of the three year olds are practicing their toileting skills at school. It would
make it an easier process for the children if their clothes were Qoileting friendly.O
(i.e., pants with elastic waists, no belts, no onesies, etc.)

¥ It isareally good ideato include your child® hat and mittens (mittens instead of
gloves, please as many of the children don® have the skills yet to put their own
gloves) every day in their sleeves or with their coats. The weather fluctuates so
much at this time of year. PLEASE LABEL THEM.

RECYCLE AND WISH LIST ITEMS

Old costume jewelry

Music boxes (used or unwant ed)
Magazines for childrento cut out pictures
Birdseed

Toilet Paper tubes

Janet, Linda, Chris and Gina

TCM NEWSLETTER - NOVEMBER 2006

Dear Parents,

October was such a busy month and | wanted to thank you all for your help with
Maint enance Day, the Parent Get-Together at the Versaggi®, the Open House f or
prospective families, the Sally Foster fundraiser, Mom® Night Out and the upcoming Nov.
11'" Fall Family Day at Gymbor ee for younger children. So many parents put in so many hours
to organize, publicize and prepare for all of these special events. The children and the
school all benefit from your hard work.



Also ba very special thanks to all of you who supported the walk for JDRF (Juvenile
Diabet es Research Foundation) and Linda® daught er ® Mikayla® MagicOteam! According to
Linda, over $2000 was raised by TCM parents, family and friends.

On Oct. 26'" we enjoyed getting to know all of you better on Parent Conf erence Day.
We hope it was helpf ul for sharing inf ormation and observations about your child. PLEASE
NOTE: the Spring Conf erence Day is on Friday, March 30'".

We are all very excited to see how quickly the landscape has changed in the garden
and the lower playground area injust one week! Thanks to the Labadini Corporation! The
children are exploring the different surfacing, the tree and the open space around the tree.

Wishing you all a happy Thanksgiving later this mont h!

Donna & Staff
PARENT REMI NDERS

¥ If your child is scheduled to come to TCM on Wed. November 22nd, please let us
know if your child will not be attending that day due to holiday travel plans. This will
allow us to plan our staffing needs for that day.

¥ It isveryimportant to hold your child® hand when walking in the parking lot and on
the sidewalk. We reinforce the rules with the preschool children during the day and
at circle time. The children are so quick and little that someone backing out or
driving in might not see them. Also climbing on the railing is danger ous and not ok.

¥ We would appreciate it if you would call us and leave a voice mail at 371-0678, the
toddler room at 371-1920 or the preschool at 371-0394 when your child is going to
be out, especially if they are sick. This helps us to planfor staff and notify parents
if something is going around.

¥ Have you had a change of address or email addr ess, job, home, work/ cell phone # or
a change in your work schedule? | f so, please let us know. It isimportant for usto
be able to get intouch with parents if there is an emergency or if your child is sick.
PLEASE REMEMBER TO RETURN ANY FORMS THAT WERE REQUESTED FOR
YOUR CHILD® FILE. THESE ARE REQUI RED BY STATE REGULATIONS.

¥ Please don®forget to sign and document your committee hours and your
Maint enance Day hours inthe Parent Volunteer Notebook inthe front hallway.
There are still many special projects/j obs that need attention and completion
before the cold weather comes. Some are posted on the white board. We will need
many volunt eers to rake the leaves in the play yards in the days ahead!

¥ The beautiful fall weather is coming to an end so please send in a complete set of
winter clothes with your child: hat, mittens, coat (boots and snow pants when
necessary). Please remember to keep your child® hat and mittens in the sleeves of
their coats. Children who hang their backpacks in the kitchen area need to put
their winter coats, etc. there as well. All other children should keep all of
their winter gear in the lobby. Pease keep all outer wear together so when all 20
or so children are getting dressed for outside play they canfind all of their items in
one place. The backpacks stay inthe classroom. PLEASE LABEL ALL CLOTHING!
We store lost and found items in a separate basket inthe lobby.



¥ |f youare anew family you might not be aware that we have 0O CM W ear Oavailable.
We have winter fleece hats for children, fleece vests for all ages, and hooded
sweat shirts with zippers also for children. Anorder form/ price list is coming soon.

DATES TO REMEMBER

November 23rd and 24'" BThanksgiving Holiday

December 3rd B Holiday Babysitting at TCM for children and their siblings from 9 E2pm.
Look for the flier so you can sign up! | f you would like to volunt eer, even if you are not on
the substitute committee, to assist teachers on this day, please contact Mollie McPhee Ho,
the Substitute Chair, at 978-371-1749.

December 11'" BApplications for Fall 2007 enrollment available for current families;
Applications mailed out to new f amilies on January 5th.

December 18'" and 19'" BLast Days of Fall Session

January 2™ & 3™ BSchool resumes

January 28th DA special GingEa-longOperf ormance for children at the Wood Theater at
Middlesex School at :00pm for a TCM Fundraiser. Laura France, Garnet Glover and the

f undraising/ market ing and special events committees will be working hard to sell tickets and
advertise this event to the community. |f you can of fer any help please contact Laura
France.

February 3rd BOpen House for prospective families and for current toddler families
transitioning to preschool in Fall 2007. Tell your neighbors and friends about it. CHI LDREN
ARE WELCOME, too!

February 11'"-TCM Annual Skating Party and Winter Fun at Middlesex School - 1:00-3:00
pm. Along with ice skating there will be activities and fun for all ages inthe gym as well as a
Silent Auctioninthe Lobby.

INFANT/T ODDLER NEWS

Highlights of the last month in the classroom have included large cardboard boxes to hide
in, making playdough, sponge painting apple shapes, truck and tractor painting, acorn
painting, glitter pictures and handprint trees. The children have enjoyed the outdoors,
walks around Middlesex School and running through the leaves on our playground. Observing
nat ur e such as the changing color of the leaves is certainly a part of our science curriculum.
Watching the birds and the chipmunks out the window at the bird f eeder is quit e amazing.

Favorit e BooksE

Mouse Paint, Wake Up, Wake Up, To Market To Market, The Big Red Barn, Tonka: | f | Could
Drive a Dump Truck, Super Size, Full Strength.

SongsE

A Ram Sam Sam, Three little leaves, | @ an Acorn, Grey Squirrel, Down by the Station, Old
MacDonald.

Story TapesE Crocodile Beat, Row Row Your Boat, Down On The Farm, Dinosaur Stomp, Ants
Go Marching I n.

Looking AheadE




| naddition to our goal of always including seasonal activities we will of f er some new sensory
experiences, and art activities based on the children® interest in music. Some of these will
include: making shaker s and streamers, colorf ul headbands, and painting and dancing to
music. The children will have the opportunity to pretend to be in a parade, use many kinds
of instruments, and listen to many dif f erent kinds of music. When we take away the large
boxes we will have a large plastic house for the childrento go in. This again comes from
their interest in small spaces and the enjoyment they find in hiding, popping out and
surprising their friends.

I T Reminders:

¥ Thank you for remembering to wash your child® hands when entering the room. This
helps to cut down on spreading ger ms.

From all of usinthe | nfant/ Toddler Room: Mary, Lillian and Jodi

PRESCHOOL NEWS

(he falling leavesEE..OW e have immer sed ourselves in FallEE. learning about apples, leaves,
trees, pumpkins, and other related activities. Highlights of the last month® curriculumEEE
¥ Picked, sorted, painted, raked, and jumped in leaves.

Baked, sorted, washed, shined, painted and tasted apples.

Made leaf creatures.

Paint ed with dried weeds, sticks and acor ns.

Cut open, learned how a pumpkin grows and roast ed pumpkin seeds.

Some of the older children (4@ and 5@) collaborated on a Fall poem and then

took photos with the digital camera of signs of Fall.

¥ The youngest children (3@) worked together to make their own OVery Hungry
Cater pillarOout of paper plates and paint.

¥ Some of the older children (4@ and 5@) made t heir own scarecrows af t er
reading the Lonely Scarecrow.

¥ Learned about how to make apple cider from Nathan, Samantha Brown® Dad.
Thanks Nathan!

¥ Some of the oldest children (46 and 56) have begun to work in their individual
journals.

K K K K K
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The three year olds have been practicing their cutting at the writing table.

¥ Listened to many books ontape. Our favorite stories have been Pumpkin Eye by
Denise Fleming and Bake You a Pie by Ellen Olsen-Brown and Brian Claflin and
Goblins in Green by Nicholas Heller.

¥ Baked delicious apple crisp.

¥ We have been wat ching our marking of f the days until we can take our

Carnivor ous QCr eat ur es (Plants)Oout of the refrigerator and into the sunlight to

start growing. Thank you, Lauren. We can® wait to see what happens!

The oldest children have been going to see a series of children® performances at U Mass
Lowell® Center for the Arts STARTS program. The performances are exceptional and
perfect for young children. So far we have seen 'he Very Hungry Caterpillar and Ot her
StoriesOand (Beussical.0

As an extension of this program, The TCM Payers have begun a new t heater season! Each
year the oldest children in the preschool have an opportunity to put on avariety of simple
short plays based on books and stories that are familiar tothem. It is very inf ormal and
the children always paint scenery. We use very few props and the teachers GeedOthe
children their Qines.O The older children put on the plays for the younger children and
sometimes some of the older toddlers. We rotate the children so that all of the oldest
children can be in a least one play. Later inthe year we also try to have the younger
children act out familiar finger plays or songs that they like.

TCM Construction SiteEEE. Did you notice the children lined up at the windows in the back
of the preschool room? They were excited and intrigued by the little ®obcat Oand dump
truck going back and forth to our play yard. The children were then able to go out and
watch up close as Mor gan® Dad® landscaping company, expanded our play yard and f encing.
Come of the children were inspired to make their own construction site in the sand with the
play trucks and excavators. We love our new space and we really like the tree! Thanks,
Kevin!

Did you know that animals use their senses too? Recently, we had avisit from the Audubon
Ark and the children learned how a skunk, opossum, kestrel, and a hawk use their senses to
find food and to protect themselves.

We have observed, over the last month, that the children are very interested in pirates,
dragons, princesses and f airies. Though we will continue to plan activities next mont h

around Fall we will also immer se our selves in fairy and f olkt ales.

We have alot of people to thank this monthEE



Thanks toE..

Andre and Luc® Dad, Michael, for singing with us.

Charlotte@® Mom, Abigail, for the wealth of stickers.

Samantha S. and her Mom, Robyn for sharing f all items with us.

Ellie and Vera® Mom, Laura, for giving us the book Elephants Can Paint .
Ben® Mom, Laura, for having the patience to put our pirate ships toget her.
Lauren and her Mom, Theresa for sharing the carnivorous plant kit with us.
Ellen and Hayden® Mom, Sarah, for making the great pillows for us.
Nora® Mom, Elizabeth and Samantha B.® Mom, f or chaperoning for our theater field
trips.

Alex® Dad, Sandy, for arranging for Mark to sing on Maint enance Day.

Seasonal Reminders:

¥ Many of the children are so eager and able to put their outdoor clothes on with very
little help. We appreciate it when parents allow their childrentime to practice
these skills at home or during arrival and pickup times. (P.S. Ask your child to show
you the @Pr eschool Flip Trick!Q

¥ Alot of the three year olds are practicing their toileting skills at school. It would
make it an easier process for the children if their clothes were Qoileting friendly.O
(i.e., pants with elastic waists, no belts, no onesies, etc.)

¥ It isareally good ideato include your child® hat and mittens (mittens instead of
gloves, please as many of the children don® have the skills yet to put their own
gloves) every day in their sleeves or with their coats. The weather fluctuates so
much at this time of year. PLEASE LABEL THEM.

RECYCLE AND WISH LIST ITEMS

Old costume jewelry

Music boxes (used or unwant ed)
Magazines for childrento cut out pictures
Birdseed

Toilet Paper tubes

Janet, Linda, Nancy and Gina



