
TCM NEWSLETTER -  NOVEMBER 2007 
 
Dear  Parent s, 
 Oct ober  was such a busy mont h and I  want ed t o t hank you all f or  your  help wit h 
Maint enance Day, t he Open House f or  pr ospect ive f amilies, t he Sally Fost er  f undr aiser , 
Family Por t r ait s, Family Day at  Gymbor ee f or  younger  childr en. So many parent s put  in so 
many hour s t o or ganize, publicize and pr epare f or  all of  t hese special event s. The childr en 
and t he school all benef it  f r om your  hard wor k. Over  $ 3000  was r aised in Oct ober  !  
Sever al parent s have also begun wor king on pr oj ect s on t heir  commit t ees  -  way t oo many t o 
list  her e. 
 A special t hank you t o Kimber ly Parke f or  planning and conduct ing t he parent  sur vey. 
We r eally appr eciat ed your  help as we plan f or  t he coming year  ahead.    
 Also Ð a ver y special t hanks t o all of  you who suppor t ed t he walk f or  J DRF (J uvenile 
Diabet es Research Foundat ion) and LindaÕs daught er Õs ÒMikaylaÕs MagicÓ t eam !  Accor ding t o 
Linda, over  $1000 was r aised by TCM parent s, f amily and f r iends. 
  On Oct . 25 t h we enj oyed get t ing t o know all of  you bet t er  on Parent  Conf er ence Day.  
We hope it  was helpf ul f or  shar ing inf or mat ion and obser vat ions about  your  child. PLEASE 
NOTE: t he Spr ing Conf er ence Day is on Fr iday, March 28t h. 
 This coming Thur sday and Fr iday t her e is no school due t o st af f  pr of essional 
development  days. The st af f  is headed west  t o Amher st  and Nor t hampt on t o obser ve 
pr ogr ams at  Hampshir e College and Smit h College as well as at t end a wor kshop at  t he Er ic 
Car le Museum. The st af f  appr eciat es TCM in suppor t ing t heir  st af f  development  which 
ult imat ely benef it s t he childr en in t he wor k t hat  t hey do. 
 Wishing you all a Happy Thanksgiving lat er  t his mont h! 
 
Donna & St af f  

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

November  8t h & 9t h Ð NO SCHOOL Ð St af f  Pr of essional Days 
November  15t h Ð Lear ning Expr ess Fundr aiser  in Act on Ð see mailbox f lier  f or  det ails 
November  15t h -  Last  day t o donat e wint er  clot hing f or  or phanage Ð see mailbox f or  
det ails 
November  16t h Ð Annual Fall Par ent  Get - Toget her  at  t he home of  Lisa and Mar k Whit e 
7 Ð 9pm  -   Look f or  sign up in t he lobby t o br ing an appet izer  or  desser t  and a bever age 
November  22nd and 23r d Ð Thanksgiving Holiday 
December  1st  Ð Holiday Babysit t ing at  TCM f or  childr en cur r ent ly enr olled (over  2yr s. ) 
and t heir  older  siblings f r om 9 Ð2pm. Look f or  t he f lier  so you can sign up! I f  you would like 
t o volunt eer , even if  you are not  on t he subst it ut e commit t ee, t o assist  t eacher s on t his 
day, please cont act  Mollie McPhee Ho, t he Subst it ut e Chair , at  978-371-1749 .  
December  20 t h and 21s t  Ð Last  Days of  Fall Session 
J anuar y 3r d & 4t h Ð School r esumes 
Febr uar y 2nd Ð Open House f r om 9-  11am f or  pr ospect ive f amilies and f or  cur r ent  
t oddler  f amilies t r ansit ioning t o pr eschool in Fall 2008. Tell your  neighbor s and f r iends 
about  it .  CHI LDREN ARE WELCOME, t oo! 



Febr uar y 10 t h-TCM Annual Skat ing Par t y and Wint er  Carnival Fun at  Middlesex School - 
1:00-3:00  pm. Along wit h ice skat ing t her e will be act ivit ies and f un f or  all ages in t he gym 
as well as a Raf f le in t he Lobby.    

 
 

PARENT REMI NDERS 
  

¥ I f  your  child is scheduled t o come t o TCM on Wed.  November  21st , please let  us 
know if  your  child will not  be at t ending t hat  day due t o holiday t r avel plans. This will 
allow us t o plan our  st af f ing needs f or  t hat  day. 

¥ I t  is ver y impor t ant  t o hold your  childÕs hand when walking in t he parking lot  and on 
t he sidewalk.  We r einf or ce t he r ules wit h t he pr eschool childr en dur ing t he day and 
at  cir cle t ime. The childr en are so quick and lit t le t hat  someone backing out  or  
dr iving in might  not  see t hem.  Also climbing on t he r ailing is danger ous and is not  ok. 

¥ We would appr eciat e it  if  you would call us and leave a voice mail at  371-0678 , t he 
t oddler  r oom at  371-1920  or  t he pr eschool at  371-0394   when your  child is going t o 
be out , especially if  t hey are sick.  This helps us t o plan f or  st af f  and not if y par ent s 
if  somet hing is going around. 

¥ Have you had a change of  addr ess or  email addr ess, j ob, home, wor k/ cell phone #  or  
a change in your  wor k schedule? I f  so, please let  us know.  I t  is impor t ant  f or  us t o 
be able t o get  in t ouch wit h parent s if  t her e is an emer gency or  if  your  child is sick.   
PLEASE REMEMBER TO RETURN ANY FORMS THAT WERE REQUESTED FOR 
YOUR CHI LDÕS FI LE.   THESE ARE REQUI RED BY STATE REGULATI ONS.  

¥ Please donÕt  f or get  t o sign and document  your  commit t ee hour s and your  
Maint enance Day hour s in t he Par ent  Volunt eer  Not ebook in t he f r ont  hallway.  
Ther e are st ill many special pr oj ect s/j obs t hat  need at t ent ion and complet ion 
bef or e t he cold weat her  comes. Some ar e post ed on t he whit e board. We will need 
many volunt eer s t o r ake t he leaves in t he play yards in t he days ahead!  

¥ The beaut if ul f all weat her  is coming t o an end so please send in a complet e set  of  
wint er  clot hes wit h your  child:  hat , mit t ens, coat  (boot s and snow pant s when 
necessary).  Please r emember  t o keep your  childÕs hat  and mit t ens in t he sleeves of  
t heir  coat s. Please keep all out er  wear  t oget her  and out  in t he lobby area so when all 
20 or  so childr en are get t ing dr essed f or  out side play t hey can f ind all of  t heir  
it ems in one place.  The backpacks st ay in t he classr oom. PLEASE LABEL ALL 
CLOTHI NG! We st or e lost  and f ound it ems in a separat e basket  in t he lobby. 

¥ I f  you are a new f amily you might  not  be aware t hat  we have ÒTCM WearÓ available.  
We have wint er  f leece hat s f or  childr en, f leece vest s f or  all ages, and hooded 
sweat shir t s wit h zipper s also f or  childr en.  An or der  f or m/ pr ice list  is coming soon. 

 
I NFANT/T ODDLER NEWS 

 
Highlight s of  t he last  mont h in t he classr oom have included large cardboard boxes t o hide 
in, making playdough, sponge paint ing apple shapes, t r uck and t r act or  paint ing, acor n 
paint ing, glit t er  pict ur es and handpr int  t r ees.  The childr en have enj oyed t he out door s, 
walks around Middlesex School and r unning t hr ough t he leaves on our  playgr ound.  Obser ving 



nat ur e such as t he changing color  of  t he leaves is cer t ainly a par t  of  our  science cur r iculum.  
Wat ching t he bir ds and t he chipmunks out  t he window at  t he bir d f eeder  is quit e amazing. 
 
 
 
Favor it e BooksÉ 
Mouse Paint , Wake Up, Wake Up, To Market  To Market , The Big Red Barn, Tonka: I f  I  Could 
Dr ive a Dump Tr uck, Super  Size, Full St r engt h. 
SongsÉ 
A Ram Sam Sam, Thr ee lit t le leaves, I Õm an Acor n, Gr ey Squir r el, Down by t he St at ion, Old 
MacDonald. 
St or y TapesÉ Cr ocodile Beat , Row Row Your  Boat , Down On The Farm, Dinosaur  St omp, Ant s 
Go Marching I n. 
Looking AheadÉ 
I n addit ion t o our  goal of  always including seasonal act ivit ies we will of f er  some new sensor y 
exper iences, and ar t  act ivit ies based on t he childr enÕs int er est  in music.  Some of  t hese will 
include: making shaker s and st r eamer s, color f ul headbands, and paint ing and dancing t o 
music.  The childr en will have t he oppor t unit y t o pr et end t o be in a parade, use many kinds 
of  inst r ument s, and list en t o many dif f er ent  kinds of  music. When we t ake away t he large 
boxes we will have a large plast ic house f or  t he childr en t o go in.  This again comes f r om 
t heir  int er est  in small spaces and t he enj oyment  t hey f ind in hiding, popping out  and 
sur pr ising t heir  f r iends.     
 

I T Reminder s:  
 

¥ Thank you f or  r emember ing t o wash your  childÕs hands when ent er ing t he r oom.  This 
helps t o cut  down on spr eading ger ms.   

 
 Fr om all of  us in t he I nf ant / Toddler  Room: Mary, Lillian and J odi 

 
PRESCHOOL NEWS 

 
ÒThe f alling leavesÉÉ..Ó We have immer sed our selves in FallÉÉ. learning about  apples, leaves, 
t r ees, pumpkins, and ot her  r elat ed act ivit ies.  Highlight s of  t he last  mont hÕs cur r iculumÉÉÉ  

¥ Picked, sor t ed, paint ed, r aked, and j umped in leaves. 
¥ Baked, sor t ed, washed, shined, paint ed and t ast ed apples. 
¥ Made leaf  cr eat ur es. 
¥ Paint ed wit h dr ied weeds, st icks and acor ns. 
¥ Cut  open, learned how a pumpkin gr ows and r oast ed pumpkin seeds.   
¥ Some of  t he older  childr en (4Õs and 5Õs) collabor at ed on a Fall poem and t hen 

t ook phot os wit h t he digit al camer a of  signs of  Fall. 
¥ The youngest  childr en (3Õs) wor ked t oget her  t o make t heir  own Ó Ver y Hungr y 

Cat er pillarÓ out  of  paper  plat es and paint . 
¥ Some of  t he older  childr en (4Õs and 5Õs) made t heir  own scarecr ows af t er  

r eading t he Lonely Scarecr ow. 



¥ Learned about  how t o make apple cider  f r om Nat han,  Samant ha Br ownÕs Dad.  
Thanks Nat han!                                                                                           

¥ Some of  t he oldest  childr en (4Õs and 5Õs) have begun t o wor k in t heir  individual 
j our nals.  

¥ The t hr ee year  olds have been pr act icing t heir  cut t ing at  t he wr it ing t able. 
¥ List ened t o many books on t ape.  Our  f avor it e st or ies have been Pumpkin Eye by 

Denise Fleming and Bake You a Pie by Ellen Olsen-Br own and Br ian Claf lin and 
Goblins in Gr een by Nicholas Heller .   

¥ Baked delicious apple cr isp. 
¥ We have been wat ching our  marking of f  t he days unt il we can t ake our  

Carnivor ous ÒCr eat ur es (Plant s)Ó out  of  t he r ef r iger at or  and in t o t he sunlight  t o 
st ar t  gr owing.  Thank you,  Laur en.   We canÕt  wait  t o see what  happens! 

   
The oldest  childr en have been going t o see a ser ies of  childr enÕs per f or mances at  U Mass 
LowellÕs Cent er  f or  t he Ar t s STARTS pr ogr am.  The per f or mances are except ional and 
per f ect  f or  young childr en.  So f ar  we have seen ÒThe Ver y Hungr y Cat er pillar  and Ot her  
St or iesÓ and ÒSeussical.Ó  
 
As an ext ension of  t his pr ogr am, The TCM Player s have begun a new t heat er  season!  Each 
year  t he oldest  childr en in t he pr eschool have an oppor t unit y t o put  on a var iet y of  simple 
shor t  plays based on books and st or ies t hat  are f amiliar  t o t hem.  I t  is ver y inf or mal and 
t he childr en always paint  scener y.  We use ver y f ew pr ops and t he t eacher s Òf eedÓ t he 
childr en t heir  Òlines.Ó  The older  childr en put  on t he plays f or  t he younger  childr en and 
somet imes some of  t he older  t oddler s. We r ot at e t he childr en so t hat  all of  t he oldest  
childr en can be in a least  one play.  Lat er  in t he year  we also t r y t o have t he younger  
childr en act  out  f amiliar  f inger  plays or  songs t hat  t hey like.   
 
TCM Const r uct ion Sit eÉÉÉ. Did you not ice t he childr en lined up at  t he windows in t he back 
of  t he pr eschool r oom?  They wer e excit ed and int r igued by t he lit t le Òbobcat Ó and dump 
t r uck going back and f or t h t o our  play yard.  The childr en wer e t hen able t o go out  and 
wat ch up close as Mor ganÕs DadÕs landscaping company, expanded our  play yard and f encing.  
Come of  t he childr en wer e inspir ed t o make t heir  own const r uct ion sit e in t he sand wit h t he 
play t r ucks and excavat or s.  We love our  new space and we r eally like t he t r ee!  Thanks,  
Kevin! 
 
 
 
Did you know t hat  animals use t heir  senses t oo?  Recent ly, we had a visit  f r om t he Audubon 
Ar k and t he childr en learned how a skunk, opossum, kest r el, and a hawk use t heir  senses t o 
f ind f ood and t o pr ot ect  t hemselves. 
 
We have obser ved, over  t he last  mont h, t hat  t he childr en are ver y int er est ed in pir at es, 
dr agons, pr incesses and f air ies.  Though we will cont inue t o plan act ivit ies next  mont h 
around Fall we will also immer se our selves in f air y and f olkt ales.  
 
We have a lot  of  people t o t hank t his mont hÉÉ 



Thanks t oÉ.. 
Andr e and LucÕs Dad,  Michael,  f or  singing wit h us. 
Char lot t eÕs Mom,  Abigail, f or  t he wealt h of  st icker s. 
Samant ha S.  and her  Mom,  Robyn f or  shar ing f all it ems wit h us. 
Ellie and Ver aÕs Mom,  Laur a, f or  giving us t he book Elephant s Can Paint . 
BenÕs Mom,  Laur a, f or  having t he pat ience t o put  our  pir at e ships t oget her . 
Laur en and her  Mom,  Ther esa f or  shar ing t he carnivor ous plant  kit  wit h us. 
Ellen and HaydenÕs Mom,  Sar ah,  f or  making t he gr eat  pillows f or  us. 
Nor aÕs Mom,  Elizabet h and Samant ha B. Õs Mom, f or  chaper oning f or  our  t heat er  f ield 
t r ips. 
AlexÕs Dad,  Sandy,  f or  ar r anging f or  Mark t o sing on Maint enance Day. 
  
Seasonal Reminder s:  

¥ Many of  t he childr en are so eager  and able t o put  t heir  out door  clot hes on wit h ver y 
lit t le help.  We appr eciat e it  when parent s allow t heir  childr en t ime t o pr act ice 
t hese skills at  home or  dur ing ar r ival and pickup t imes.  (P.S. Ask your  child t o show 
you t he ÒPr eschool Flip Tr ick!Ó) 

¥ A lot  of  t he t hr ee year  olds are pr act icing t heir  t oilet ing skills at  school.  I t  would 
make it  an easier  pr ocess f or  t he childr en if  t heir  clot hes wer e Òt oilet ing f r iendly.Ó 
(i.e., pant s wit h elast ic waist s, no belt s, no onesies, et c.) 

¥ I t  is a r eally good idea t o include your  childÕs hat  and mit t ens (mit t ens inst ead of  
gloves,  please as many of  t he childr en donÕt  have t he skills yet  t o put  t heir  own 
gloves) ever y day in t heir  sleeves or  wit h t heir  coat s. The weat her  f luct uat es so 
much at  t his t ime of  year .  PLEASE LABEL THEM.  

 
RECYCLE AND WI SH LI ST I TEMS 
 
Old cost ume j ewelr y 
Music boxes (used or  unwant ed) 
Magazines f or  childr en t o cut  out  pict ur es 
Bir dseed 
Toilet  Paper  t ubes 
 
J anet , Linda, Chr is and Gina 
 
 
 

TCM NEWSLETTER -  NOVEMBER 2006 
 
Dear  Parent s, 
 Oct ober  was such a busy mont h and I  want ed t o t hank you all f or  your  help wit h 
Maint enance Day, t he Parent  Get -Toget her  at  t he Ver saggiÕs, t he Open House f or  
pr ospect ive f amilies, t he Sally Fost er  f undr aiser , MomÕs Night  Out  and t he upcoming Nov. 
11t h Fall Family Day at  Gymbor ee f or  younger  childr en. So many parent s put  in so many hour s 
t o or ganize, publicize and pr epare f or  all of  t hese special event s. The childr en and t he 
school all benef it  f r om your  hard wor k.   



  Also Ð a ver y special t hanks t o all of  you who suppor t ed t he walk f or  J DRF (J uvenile 
Diabet es Research Foundat ion) and LindaÕs daught er Õs ÒMikaylaÕs MagicÓ t eam !  Accor ding t o 
Linda, over  $2000  was r aised by TCM parent s, f amily and f r iends. 
  On Oct . 26 t h we enj oyed get t ing t o know all of  you bet t er  on Parent  Conf er ence Day.  
We hope it  was helpf ul f or  shar ing inf or mat ion and obser vat ions about  your  child. PLEASE 
NOTE: t he Spr ing Conf er ence Day is on Fr iday,  Mar ch 30 t h.  
 We are all ver y excit ed t o see how quickly t he landscape has changed in t he garden 
and t he lower  playgr ound area in j ust  one week!  Thanks t o t he Labadini Cor por at ion !  The 
childr en are explor ing t he dif f er ent  sur f acing, t he t r ee and t he open space around t he t r ee. 
 
 Wishing you all a happy Thanksgiving lat er  t his mont h! 
 
Donna & St af f  

PARENT REMI NDERS 
  

¥ I f  your  child is scheduled t o come t o TCM on Wed.  November  22nd, please let  us 
know if  your  child will not  be at t ending t hat  day due t o holiday t r avel plans. This will 
allow us t o plan our  st af f ing needs f or  t hat  day. 

¥ I t  is ver y impor t ant  t o hold your  childÕs hand when walking in t he parking lot  and on 
t he sidewalk.  We r einf or ce t he r ules wit h t he pr eschool childr en dur ing t he day and 
at  cir cle t ime. The childr en are so quick and lit t le t hat  someone backing out  or  
dr iving in might  not  see t hem.  Also climbing on t he r ailing is danger ous and not  ok. 

¥ We would appr eciat e it  if  you would call us and leave a voice mail at  371-0678 , t he 
t oddler  r oom at  371-1920  or  t he pr eschool at  371-0394   when your  child is going t o 
be out , especially if  t hey are sick.  This helps us t o plan f or  st af f  and not if y parent s 
if  somet hing is going around. 

¥ Have you had a change of  addr ess or  email addr ess, j ob, home, wor k/ cell phone #  or  
a change in your  wor k schedule? I f  so, please let  us know.  I t  is impor t ant  f or  us t o 
be able t o get  in t ouch wit h parent s if  t her e is an emer gency or  if  your  child is sick.   
PLEASE REMEMBER TO RETURN ANY FORMS THAT WERE REQUESTED FOR 
YOUR CHI LDÕS FI LE.   THESE ARE REQUI RED BY STATE REGULATI ONS.  

¥ Please donÕt  f or get  t o sign and document  your  commit t ee hour s and your  
Maint enance Day hour s in t he Par ent  Volunt eer  Not ebook in t he f r ont  hallway.  
Ther e are st ill many special pr oj ect s/j obs t hat  need at t ent ion and complet ion 
bef or e t he cold weat her  comes. Some ar e post ed on t he whit e board. We will need 
many volunt eer s t o r ake t he leaves in t he play yards in t he days ahead!  

¥ The beaut if ul f all weat her  is coming t o an end so please send in a complet e set  of  
wint er  clot hes wit h your  child:  hat , mit t ens, coat  (boot s and snow pant s when 
necessary).  Please r emember  t o keep your  childÕs hat  and mit t ens in t he sleeves of  
t heir  coat s. Childr en who hang t heir  backpacks in t he kit chen ar ea need t o put  
t heir  wint er  coat s,  et c.  t her e as well.  All ot her  childr en should keep all of  
t heir  wint er  gear  in t he lobby.  Please keep all out er  wear  t oget her  so when all 20 
or  so childr en are get t ing dr essed f or  out side play t hey can f ind all of  t heir  it ems in 
one place.  The backpacks st ay in t he classr oom. PLEASE LABEL ALL CLOTHI NG! 
We st or e lost  and f ound it ems in a separat e basket  in t he lobby. 



¥ I f  you are a new f amily you might  not  be aware t hat  we have ÒTCM WearÓ available.  
We have wint er  f leece hat s f or  childr en, f leece vest s f or  all ages, and hooded 
sweat shir t s wit h zipper s also f or  childr en.  An or der  f or m/ pr ice list  is coming soon. 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
November  23r d and 24t h Ð Thanksgiving Holiday 
December  3r d Ð Holiday Babysit t ing at  TCM f or  childr en and t heir  siblings f r om 9 Ð2pm. 
Look f or  t he f lier  so you can sign up! I f  you would like t o volunt eer , even if  you are not  on 
t he subst it ut e commit t ee, t o assist  t eacher s on t his day, please cont act  Mollie McPhee Ho, 
t he Subst it ut e Chair , at  978-371-1749 .  
December  11 t h Ð Applicat ions f or  Fall 2007 enr ollment  available f or  cur r ent  f amilies; 
Applicat ions mailed out  t o new f amilies on J anuary 5t h.  
December  18 t h and 19 t h Ð Last  Days of  Fall Session 
J anuar y 2nd & 3r d Ð School r esumes 
J anuar y 28 t h Ð A special ÒsingÐa- longÓ per f or mance f or  childr en at  t he Wood Theat er  at  
Middlesex School at  1:00pm f or  a TCM Fundr aiser .  Laur a Fr ance, Garnet  Glover  and t he 
f undr aising/ market ing and special event s commit t ees will be wor king hard t o sell t icket s and 
adver t ise t his event  t o t he communit y.  I f  you can of f er  any help please cont act  Laur a 
Fr ance. 
Febr uar y 3r d Ð Open House f or  pr ospect ive f amilies and f or  cur r ent  t oddler  f amilies 
t r ansit ioning t o pr eschool in Fall 200 7. Tell your  neighbor s and f r iends about  it .  CHI LDREN 
ARE WELCOME, t oo! 
Febr uar y 11 t h-TCM Annual Skat ing Par t y and Wint er  Fun at  Middlesex School -  1:00-3:00 
pm. Along wit h ice skat ing t her e will be act ivit ies and f un f or  all ages in t he gym as well as a 
Silent  Auct ion in t he Lobby.    

 
I NFANT/T ODDLER NEWS 

 
Highlight s of  t he last  mont h in t he classr oom have included large cardboard boxes t o hide 
in, making playdough, sponge paint ing apple shapes, t r uck and t r act or  paint ing, acor n 
paint ing, glit t er  pict ur es and handpr int  t r ees.  The childr en have enj oyed t he out door s, 
walks around Middlesex School and r unning t hr ough t he leaves on our  playgr ound.  Obser ving 
nat ur e such as t he changing color  of  t he leaves is cer t ainly a par t  of  our  science cur r iculum.  
Wat ching t he bir ds and t he chipmunks out  t he window at  t he bir d f eeder  is quit e amazing. 
 
Favor it e BooksÉ 
Mouse Paint , Wake Up, Wake Up, To Market  To Market , The Big Red Barn, Tonka: I f  I  Could 
Dr ive a Dump Tr uck, Super  Size, Full St r engt h. 
SongsÉ 
A Ram Sam Sam, Thr ee lit t le leaves, I Õm an Acor n, Gr ey Squir r el, Down by t he St at ion, Old 
MacDonald. 
St or y TapesÉ Cr ocodile Beat , Row Row Your  Boat , Down On The Farm, Dinosaur  St omp, Ant s 
Go Marching I n. 
Looking AheadÉ 



I n addit ion t o our  goal of  always including seasonal act ivit ies we will of f er  some new sensor y 
exper iences, and ar t  act ivit ies based on t he childr enÕs int er est  in music.  Some of  t hese will 
include: making shaker s and st r eamer s, color f ul headbands, and paint ing and dancing t o 
music.  The childr en will have t he oppor t unit y t o pr et end t o be in a parade, use many kinds 
of  inst r ument s, and list en t o many dif f er ent  kinds of  music. When we t ake away t he large 
boxes we will have a large plast ic house f or  t he childr en t o go in.  This again comes f r om 
t heir  int er est  in small spaces and t he enj oyment  t hey f ind in hiding, popping out  and 
sur pr ising t heir  f r iends.     
 

I T Reminder s:  
 

¥ Thank you f or  r emember ing t o wash your  childÕs hands when ent er ing t he r oom.  This 
helps t o cut  down on spr eading ger ms.   

 
 Fr om all of  us in t he I nf ant / Toddler  Room: Mary, Lillian and J odi 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESCHOOL NEWS 
 

ÒThe f alling leavesÉÉ..Ó We have immer sed our selves in FallÉÉ. learning about  apples, leaves, 
t r ees, pumpkins, and ot her  r elat ed act ivit ies.  Highlight s of  t he last  mont hÕs cur r iculumÉÉÉ  

¥ Picked, sor t ed, paint ed, r aked, and j umped in leaves. 
¥ Baked, sor t ed, washed, shined, paint ed and t ast ed apples. 
¥ Made leaf  cr eat ur es. 
¥ Paint ed wit h dr ied weeds, st icks and acor ns. 
¥ Cut  open, learned how a pumpkin gr ows and r oast ed pumpkin seeds.   
¥ Some of  t he older  childr en (4Õs and 5Õs) collabor at ed on a Fall poem and t hen 

t ook phot os wit h t he digit al camer a of  signs of  Fall. 
¥ The youngest  childr en (3Õs) wor ked t oget her  t o make t heir  own Ó Ver y Hungr y 

Cat er pillarÓ out  of  paper  plat es and paint . 
¥ Some of  t he older  childr en (4Õs and 5Õs) made t heir  own scarecr ows af t er  

r eading t he Lonely Scarecr ow. 
¥ Learned about  how t o make apple cider  f r om Nat han,  Samant ha Br ownÕs Dad.  

Thanks Nat han!                                                                                           
¥ Some of  t he oldest  childr en (4Õs and 5Õs) have begun t o wor k in t heir  individual 

j our nals.  



¥ The t hr ee year  olds have been pr act icing t heir  cut t ing at  t he wr it ing t able. 
¥ List ened t o many books on t ape.  Our  f avor it e st or ies have been Pumpkin Eye by 

Denise Fleming and Bake You a Pie by Ellen Olsen-Br own and Br ian Claf lin and 
Goblins in Gr een by Nicholas Heller .   

¥ Baked delicious apple cr isp. 
¥ We have been wat ching our  marking of f  t he days unt il we can t ake our  

Carnivor ous ÒCr eat ur es (Plant s)Ó out  of  t he r ef r iger at or  and in t o t he sunlight  t o 
st ar t  gr owing.  Thank you,  Laur en.   We canÕt  wait  t o see what  happens! 

   
The oldest  childr en have been going t o see a ser ies of  childr enÕs per f or mances at  U Mass 
LowellÕs Cent er  f or  t he Ar t s STARTS pr ogr am.  The per f or mances are except ional and 
per f ect  f or  young childr en.  So f ar  we have seen ÒThe Ver y Hungr y Cat er pillar  and Ot her  
St or iesÓ and ÒSeussical.Ó  
 
As an ext ension of  t his pr ogr am, The TCM Player s have begun a new t heat er  season!  Each 
year  t he oldest  childr en in t he pr eschool have an oppor t unit y t o put  on a var iet y of  simple 
shor t  plays based on books and st or ies t hat  are f amiliar  t o t hem.  I t  is ver y inf or mal and 
t he childr en always paint  scener y.  We use ver y f ew pr ops and t he t eacher s Òf eedÓ t he 
childr en t heir  Òlines.Ó  The older  childr en put  on t he plays f or  t he younger  childr en and 
somet imes some of  t he older  t oddler s. We r ot at e t he childr en so t hat  all of  t he oldest  
childr en can be in a least  one play.  Lat er  in t he year  we also t r y t o have t he younger  
childr en act  out  f amiliar  f inger  plays or  songs t hat  t hey like.   
 
TCM Const r uct ion Sit eÉÉÉ. Did you not ice t he childr en lined up at  t he windows in t he back 
of  t he pr eschool r oom?  They wer e excit ed and int r igued by t he lit t le Òbobcat Ó and dump 
t r uck going back and f or t h t o our  play yard.  The childr en wer e t hen able t o go out  and 
wat ch up close as Mor ganÕs DadÕs landscaping company, expanded our  play yard and f encing.  
Come of  t he childr en wer e inspir ed t o make t heir  own const r uct ion sit e in t he sand wit h t he 
play t r ucks and excavat or s.  We love our  new space and we r eally like t he t r ee!  Thanks,  
Kevin! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Did you know t hat  animals use t heir  senses t oo?  Recent ly, we had a visit  f r om t he Audubon 
Ar k and t he childr en learned how a skunk, opossum, kest r el, and a hawk use t heir  senses t o 
f ind f ood and t o pr ot ect  t hemselves. 
 
We have obser ved, over  t he last  mont h, t hat  t he childr en are ver y int er est ed in pir at es, 
dr agons, pr incesses and f air ies.  Though we will cont inue t o plan act ivit ies next  mont h 
around Fall we will also immer se our selves in f air y and f olkt ales.  
 
We have a lot  of  people t o t hank t his mont hÉÉ 



Thanks t oÉ.. 
Andr e and LucÕs Dad,  Michael,  f or  singing wit h us. 
Char lot t eÕs Mom,  Abigail, f or  t he wealt h of  st icker s. 
Samant ha S.  and her  Mom,  Robyn f or  shar ing f all it ems wit h us. 
Ellie and Ver aÕs Mom,  Laur a, f or  giving us t he book Elephant s Can Paint . 
BenÕs Mom,  Laur a, f or  having t he pat ience t o put  our  pir at e ships t oget her . 
Laur en and her  Mom,  Ther esa f or  shar ing t he carnivor ous plant  kit  wit h us. 
Ellen and HaydenÕs Mom,  Sar ah,  f or  making t he gr eat  pillows f or  us. 
Nor aÕs Mom,  Elizabet h and Samant ha B. Õs Mom, f or  chaper oning f or  our  t heat er  f ield 
t r ips. 
AlexÕs Dad,  Sandy,  f or  ar r anging f or  Mark t o sing on Maint enance Day. 
  
Seasonal Reminder s:  

¥ Many of  t he childr en are so eager  and able t o put  t heir  out door  clot hes on wit h ver y 
lit t le help.  We appr eciat e it  when parent s allow t heir  childr en t ime t o pr act ice 
t hese skills at  home or  dur ing ar r ival and pickup t imes.  (P.S. Ask your  child t o show 
you t he ÒPr eschool Flip Tr ick!Ó) 

¥ A lot  of  t he t hr ee year  olds are pr act icing t heir  t oilet ing skills at  school.  I t  would 
make it  an easier  pr ocess f or  t he childr en if  t heir  clot hes wer e Òt oilet ing f r iendly.Ó 
(i.e., pant s wit h elast ic waist s, no belt s, no onesies, et c.) 

¥ I t  is a r eally good idea t o include your  childÕs hat  and mit t ens (mit t ens inst ead of  
gloves,  please as many of  t he childr en donÕt  have t he skills yet  t o put  t heir  own 
gloves) ever y day in t heir  sleeves or  wit h t heir  coat s. The weat her  f luct uat es so 
much at  t his t ime of  year .  PLEASE LABEL THEM.  

 
RECYCLE AND WI SH LI ST I TEMS 
 
Old cost ume j ewelr y 
Music boxes (used or  unwant ed) 
Magazines f or  childr en t o cut  out  pict ur es 
Bir dseed 
Toilet  Paper  t ubes 
 
J anet , Linda, Nancy and Gina 
 
 
 
 


