
April Newsletter 2007 

 
Dear Parents, 
 Welcome to Spring!  Hard to believe it really is here. Hopefully we have turned 
the corner with better health and better weather.  
 Thinking of the warmer weather, we have openings in our summer camp sessions 
for toddlers and preschoolers so please let us know as we are receiving applications from 
non-TCM families.  We also have a few openings for afternoon Fall sessions in the 
Preschool and Toddler room. Please call Donna or Amy, the Enrollment Chair, at 978-
341-0080.  Extra applications for you or your friends are available in the lobby.   
 The theme for this yearÕs Week of the Young Child (WOYC) (4/22 Ð 4/28) is 
Building Better Futures for All Children.  ItÕs an opportunity for all of us Ð parents, 
teachers and legislators to focus on the needs of young children, their families and the 
early childhood professionals who work with young children and to recommit ourselves 
to ensuring that each and every child experiences the type of early environment Ð at 
home, at school and in the community Ð that will promote early learning.  Research shows 
that children attending high early quality programs are more likely to develop the 
language, pre-math and social skills they need to succeed in school.  Today we know more 
than ever before about the importance of childrenÕs earliest years in shaping their learning 
and development. At TCM our tradition has been to celebrate the WOYC 

throughout the month of April. We have planned a variety of activities that are 

special for children, parents and the staff. 

   
Donna and Staff   
  

Dates to Remember So You Can Mark Your Calendars! 

April 16th Ð Patriot’s Day (No School) 

 
April 18th Ð Kindergarten Alum Visitors; 10:30 – 11:30; We will welcome back some 
of our TCM children who have experienced the BIG SCHOOL this year and can share 
some special moments and what to expect in kindergarten. 
 
April 25th  -  TCM’s 7th Annual Science Night, 5:30 – 7:00pm Ð Sign-up will be in 
Lobby for preschoolers and older toddlers who will attending TCM preschool in the Fall. 
Please park down the street near the Red Barn if no spaces are left in the parking lot Ð 
DO NOT PARK ON LOWELL ROAD Carpooling may also be a good idea. (Remember 

that due to space limitations and it being a special time for your TCM child, we cannot 

accommodate siblings). 

 

May 5th  Ð Maintenance Day, 9 – 12 ( Feel free to start any outdoor clean-up jobs 
beforehand if you have the time after school or on weekends especially if you want to 
help with outdoor work.) Look on the lobby whiteboards for any other current jobs. 
More details and sign ups later. 



 
May 5th - Cradles-to-Crayons at CPW Drop-off day, Saturday, May 5th                           
Do you have boxes filled with your childrenÕs outgrown clothing taking up space in your 
house? Is your basement or garage full of toys that your child in no longer interested in? If 
so, mark your calendar for Saturday, May 5th. Cradles-to-Crayons (C2C), a local 
organization devoted to providing low-income children with everyday supplies, will have 
a truck at this springÕs Concord Public Works (CPW) Recycling and Drop-off day on 
May 5th   from 9:30 Ð 3:00 at the Concord Public Works Yard at 133 Keyes Road. They 
will be happy to accept donations of the following items: new and gently-used clothing, 
books, toys, baby items and school supplies for kids ages 0-12. Thanks to Kay Upham 
for letting us know about this day as well as the organization. 
 
May 2oth from 4 to 6 pm  – TCM Annual Family Fun Day at TCM this year for 
current and incoming families. Face Paints, Spin Art, Moon Bounce Ð Bring a food to 
share. This year we will try a potluck dinner with the time change of 4 Ð 6 pm. The 
Special Family Events Committee will be organizing the event with requests for specific 
items/food, etc. More info to followÉ  
 
June 6th  and raindate June 8th  – Field Trip to Kimball’s in Westford for children 

going to kindergarten in the fall. A Parent, grandparent or other family member will 
come on the school bus too. The children will play miniature golf and have an ice cream 
cone as part of our TCM tradition and goodbye to preschool !  PLEASE MARK YOUR 

CALENDAR IF YOUR CHILD IS GOING TO KINDERGARTEN IN SEPTEMBER 

FOR THIS SPECIAL EVENT! Permission slip to follow later. 
 

June 13th and 14th - Last days of school 
June 15h – Staff day Ð TCM Closed 

June 18th – 22nd  – Vacation Week Ð TCM Closed 

June 25th – Summer Program begins 
 
 

• Reminders  *  Requests  *  Thank You * 

Parent Reminder:  Please remember to wash your childÕs hands after entering the 
classroom.  This helps to cut down on germs and is a great way for your child to 
transition into the school day in the AM program or if drop off is indoors.  Everything 
we read about healthy environments reminds us that frequent hand-washing is important 
for controlling the spread of germs. In the afternoon session we may be outside at drop-
off time.  When this occurs, the teachers wash the childrenÕs hands when we go inside. 
 
Requests:  For the past several years parents have put together a TCM ÒyearbookÓ with 
each preschool child (optional) having a page that they have submitted that becomes part 
of the yearbook.  It is a special Òmemory bookÓ that the children do love looking at over 
and over again. We have several copies at TCM in the book area and we often find kids 



looking at the old books and reminiscing about their ÒoldÓ TCM friends. The cost to each 
parent who wanted to buy the book was about $35.00 as it was color copied and bound 
together. You will be receiving info in your mailboxes from Meg Alexander (Eliza HirschÕs 
Mom) with info on what to submit.  This year parents of infants and toddlers will be 
asked to participate as well. We hope everyone will take part in this special project which 
has special meaning and educational value for your child. 
 
Substi tutes are needed for MWF AM in both the IT and PS classes for the month of 
April if you would like to volunteer.  Please email Donna at 
thechildrensmeetinghouse@hotmail.com  if you have a particular time in mind that you 
can help out.  Thanks . 
 
Thank You to…….. 

 
Alixe Callen and Ace Bailey for hosting the annual parent-teacher get together on March 
23rd.  IT was a great way to say good luck to Nancy  on her last day and thank you to the 
staff as well. 
 
Robyn Spound for collecting and putting together the goodbye book from the kids to 
Nancy on her last day! 
 
 

Infant-Toddler News 

 
Dear Parents,  
 
Spring is finally here!  We have been spending more time outside and are looking forward 
to taking our walks at Middlesex again.  Hopefully all the time in the fresh air will help us 
get rid of our winter colds and stored up energy. 
 
As you may know, Mary will be out for several weeks in April and May as her son 
Dante is having hip surgery in Baltimore this week.  Mary will need to be home with him 
as he recovers.  She will try to come by and visit the children when she can get away.  We 
are fortunate to have Anna Sabella here on TUTH and Chris Sabella ( Anna and SaraÕs 
Mom) helping us out when she can in the PMÕs. Chris works at the Carlisle Integrated 
Preschool in the AMÕs. We also hope that some Middlesex students may be available this 
spring in some of the PMÕs as well.  
 
If there is anytime you may be available to help in the classroom in the MWF AM or PM 
sessions please let us know.   
 
The children have really enjoyed the post office in the dramatic play area. They have been 
stamping letters, mailing boxes and making deliveries.  We also have been pretending to 



drive cars and go on shopping trips with our purses and bags.  This has been an activity 
that has continued over several months and everyone in the group wants to participate. 
Highlights of the last month includedÉ.  
 

• Watercolors 
• Roller painting 
• Painting with spring pastel colors 
• Green collages 
• Painting with the small brushes 
• Colored water in the sensory table 
• Dancing with ribbons 
• Visits to the preschool 
• Older toddlers using scissors with playdough                                           

      

                               
 
Favorite BooksÉ  
 
Shades of Black, Owen and Mzee, CorduroyÕs Birthday, Whose Hat Was That?, 
Belly Button Book, Your New Potty, Eyes Nose Fingers and Toes, From Head to 
Toe, Wash Your Hands, Panda, Panda What Do You See?, Z is For Zamboni, ThereÕs 
a Wocket in My Pocket, How Do I Love You ? and Curious GeorgeÕs Opposites 
 
Looking AheadÉ  
 
Next month we will offer some spring activities: 

• Paper bowl turtles 
• Toilet paper tube snakes 
• Corn syrup painting 
• Sticky paper gardens 
• Lilly pads 
• Planting seeds 
• Spring hats 
• Washing babies in the sensory table 



• Hand print gardens 
• Flower Shop in the dramatic play area 
• Continue to visit the preschool classroom and playground regularly   

 
Since we will be going outside more and the weather will be getting better and better 
please remember to put hats on your child and apply sunscreen each day. 
Mary, Lillian and Jodi 
 

PRESCHOOL NEWS   

   
Shhh………….Children Reading!   

The TCM Library has been a very busy place.  The ÒlibrariansÓ take their jobs very 
seriously.  They check out the books, answer the phone and tidy up the book stacks.  
The children take the books over to the house area or over to the couch in the library to 
read them. The children have been very good about taking care of their Òlibrary cards.Ó  
Since this area has been so popular we will keep it for a little while longer.  WillÕs 
grandmother who is a school librarian will be visiting us on this Friday  AM (4/6).  She 
will be having storytime with the children. 
 
We have enjoyed sharing our favorite authors:  Audrey and Don Woods, Mem Fox and 
Lois Ehlert with the children.  We made paper quilt squares after reading Sleepy Bears by 
Mem Fox.  We painted with big paintbrushes and small paintbrushes after reading Rude 
Giants by Don and Audrey Woods.  We painted fruits and vegetables for our fruit basket 
after reading Fruits and Vegetables A to Z.   
 

                      
                                                   

      
    
 



    
We sadly said our ÒGoodbyesÓ to Nancy this past month.  Each group had a special 
goodbye party for Nancy and gave her a special gift. 
 

        We will miss her very much! 
 
We are so excited and happy that Spring is finally here.  For the next two months we will 
enjoy Spring in a variety of waysÉ  

• Growing, planting and gardening 
• Investigating worms 
• Rock explorations 
• Drawing and painting indoors and out 
• Riding bikes, playing ball, etc. 
• Visits from Drumlin Farm 
• Learning about nesting 

 
Toys from Home 

 
We have always been accepting of small toys brought from home for some children.  
These toys have helped them transition to school.  Recently, we have observed that toys 
from home are interfering with the childrenÕs ability to play with others and to be fully 
involved in school activities.  We would appreciate it if your child would leave their toys 
at home.  If there is an interesting book or nature/science item your child would like to 
share, we would encourage that. We have already spoken to the children about this at 
school. 
 
REMINDERS……. 

• Please consider putting sunscreen on your child each day.  We do have sunscreen 
here for reapplying in the afternoon.   

 Also, if you havenÕt taken your childÕs winter clothes and boots  from the 
hallway now is a good time to do it, unless, of course, we  get a freak snowstorm . 



• On April 11th we are looking forward to the second to the last performance at 
UMASS LowellÕs Theater for the Arts. One of our favorite stories will be 
performedÉ DonÕt Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus. 

• The older preschoolers are looking forward to a visit (Wed. April 18th) from their 
friends who left TCM this past year to go to kindergarten.  We will be 
brainstorming a list of questions that the preschoolers can ask the kindergartners 
related to their school experiences.  It will be very special to see some of our old 
friends, 14 of whom have already said they will be here! 

• Science Night….Please keep April 25th open for our annual Science Night when 
the whole school turns into a science lab! More info to follow. 

Thank you toÉÉ. . 
• Macie and her family for taking such good care of Stu during our vacation week. 
• Alex and his family for taking care of the hermit crabs. 
• The Parents who helped us out on the Ecotarium field trip. 
• Andre and Luc’s Mom for getting paper from the recycle center.                

       
 
 Janet, Linda and Gina         

       


